Preparation of cardioplegic solutions.
The manufacturing methods and quality control procedures for two cardioplegic solutions are described. Procedures for preparing individual bottles or batches of two cardioplegic solutions (one with and one without albumin) and a carbonate-bicarbonate buffer solution are described. Final buffered cardioplegic solutions with albumin are stable for seven days. Cardioplegic solutions without albumin and buffer are stable for 30 days. The chemical and physiological factors affecting the content and preparation of cardioplegic solutions used during intracardiac surgery are reviewed. Because consistency is attained more readily, and because control procedures, including quarantining, are applied more readily to batch production of cardioplegic solutions, it is advised that this method be used.